A sod-turning ceremony in May officially marked the start
of construction on the Trades and Technology Centre in
Yorkton. Saskatchewan's Deputy Premier and Finance
Minister Ken Krawetz turned over the first shovelful of
dirt.

To the creatively gifted,
visualizing the abstract
and what is yet to come is
a natural talent. Their vivid
imaginations mean they
can often picture the future
with ease as others struggle with the concept.

But now, seeing into the
future is somewhat easier
as the Trades and Technology Centre springs up
in Yorkton. Look to the
west as you drive through
the city on Highway 9 and

Trades & Technology Centre construction underway
It’s a cloudy, chilly day in early May when Ken
Krawetz is handed a shiny steel shovel. A
small rectangular plaque on the handle tells
him that the shovel was handcrafted in 1998
by a pre-welding class in Fort Qu’Appelle to
mark Parkland College’s 25th anniversary.
With a firm grip on history, Saskatchewan’s
Deputy Premier, Minister of Finance, and MLA
for Canora-Pelly digs into the sandy soil, lifts
the shovel to shoulder height, and ceremoniously drops the dirt — officially setting Parkland
College on the path to the future.

The new facility is scheduled to open for classes in
September 2015. The project is made possible by
a $10 million commitment from the Government of
After extensive site preparations,
cranes began lifting steel beams,
imported from Central and Eastern
Canada, into place in August.

you’ll see our new building
— but also a wealth of
possibilities.

Krawetz and then-Advanced Education Minister
Rob Norris were representing the Government
of Saskatchewan on that spring day in Yorkton.

Indeed, the Trades and
Technology Centre is more
than just a facility where

They were among many dignitaries who participated in the sod-turning at the site of the Trades
and Technology Centre. After years of planning,
the project was stirring to life, the construction

classes will be held and

site along Highway 9 set to become a hive of

skills will be honed. To the

continuous activity for the next 15 months.

students who will learn
there, the building repre-

Saskatchewan and a successful capital campaign
“The provincial government has invested record

that has raised almost $5 million from a variety of

sents endless possibilities.

amounts into post-secondary education,” Norris

local and international businesses and community

In fact, it represents the

said. “The Trades and Technology Centre will

groups.

future.

ensure that Parkland students continue to devel-

(continued on next page)

op the skills needed to transition from learning to
earning.”

(continued on next page)

(continued from page 1)

It’s a future where students
will have all the tools necessary to learn their trade at
their fingertips. One no longer has to close her eyes to
see the power engineering
lab — it stands at the south
end of the new facility. That
space means our students
won’t have to travel out of the
region for two weeks to com-

Exterior work began in late September. This is what drivers see as they travel
through Yorkton on Highway 9.

plete the lab component of
their training as they do now.

(continued from page 1)
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Likewise, one needn’t rack

of Parkland College, said at the sodturning ceremony.

Architects, the Trades and Technology
In September, with

multi-trades shop, science lab, welding

a year to go before

lab, power engineering lab, six class-

classes begin at the

bookends the facility on the

rooms, study/tutorial rooms, and admin-

new campus, the

north side. It will be home to

istrative space. Logan Stevens Con-

College

the agricultural machinery

struction (2000) Ltd. of Yorkton is the

members

technician, welding, and multi

builder, while MHPM Project Leaders

local media to tour

-mechanical trades pro-

manages the undertaking.

the site and see construction pro-

multi-purpose shop — it

invited
of

the

built here.”

The progress hasn’t
come

without

hurdles,

its

though.

Regular heavy rains
over the summer,
especially

down-

pours at the end of
June

that

caused

localized flooding in the region, were
an annoying hindrance to crews
working at the site.

“This is the biggest step yet in this
In between, one finds space

now. They know what is going to be

- Dr. Fay Myers, Parkland College President

gress up close.

grams, among others.

“People are asking about it

“People are asking
about it now. They
know what is going to
be built here.”

Centre will house a 10,000-square-foot

his brain to envision the huge

ers.

facility’s long journey from concept

“It’s great to see it coming up on

to reality,” Dr. Fay Myers, President

Highway 9,” Dr. Myers told report-

“The weather [can be] an issue,”

for a science lab, class-

said Logan Stevens Construction

rooms, meeting rooms, and

site supervisor Robert Logan. “It’s

administrative areas.

tough to get material up. It’s tough
to do certain things — like welding
— in the rain, and it affects every-

When put together, these

body’s mobility.”

rooms and training spaces
hold the promise of a bright

But Logan maintained that crews will

future for the region, the

forge ahead through the winter

province, and the people

months and the building will be

enrolling in our programs.

ready as scheduled next fall.

Not only is this building a
place to study or acquire a

“The end of May 2015 will be the

skill, it is a proving ground

finish of the construction,” Dr. Myers

that will reveal the potential,

said. “We will be moving as a col-

ambition, and vision of countless learners. ■

lege through the summer for programs starting in September.” ■

THE OUTLOOK
Feds, province
finalize job fund
agreements
The provincial government
recently signed the CanadaSaskatchewan Job Fund
Agreement to help connect
residents with available
jobs. The deal invests in

As the walls go up and the
Trades and Technology Centre takes shape, now is the
time to get involved in the
construction yourself without
setting foot on the jobsite.
Parkland College is offering individuals, families, businesses, and
community groups a chance to
help build the facility — and it’s
easy as buying an engraved brick.
The ongoing Buy A Brick campaign gives project backers a
unique way to show their support.
Here’s how it works:

Leave your mark on the Trades and Technology Centre! Bricks engraved with
your name or personal message will be used in construction of the building.

initiatives that respond to
labour market needs. It
also provides funding to

You pay for a brick and choose

They are being sold at $100 for a

lines of text to be etched onto it.

4” x 8” brick and $250 for an 8” x

support the labour market

That brick is then engraved with

8” brick. Each purchase is eligible

readiness of under-

your message and installed at the

for a charitable receipt.

represented groups such as

Trades and Technology Centre,
where it will become a part of the
building forever. A feature wall in
one of the facility’s wings will display the engraved bricks.

First Nations and Métis
The smaller bricks have space for

people and people with low

two lines of 18 characters each,

literacy levels.

while the larger bricks have room
for four lines.

Order forms are

available at reception at the main

According to the 2013 pro-

“Early backers receive more prom-

campus in Yorkton. You can also

jections, Saskatchewan will

inent placement on the property,”

buy online through the Giving

need 35,000 new workers

said Dr. Fay Myers. “The earlier

section of the College’s website

you support this campaign, the

(giving.parklandcollege.sk.ca). ■

better the location of your brick.”

and almost 60,000 replacement workers in the next
five years.

$10 million
$1.225 million
$950,000
$150,000
$100,000
$92,500
$50,000
$50,000
$50,000
$35,000
$25,000
$25,000
$25,000
$25,000
$20,000
$12,500
$10,000
$10,000
$7,500
$6,000
$6,000
$5,000
$5,000
$2,000

Government of Saskatchewan
$3.48 million
PotashCorp
$1.225 million
Western Economic Diversification
$250,000
Yorkton Tribal Council (scholarships) $150,000
LEON RAM Companies
$100,000
Parkland Credit Unions
$50,000
Town of Canora
$50,000
Grain Millers, Inc.
$50,000
Painted Hand Community Developmt. $45,000
Collins Barrow PQ LLP
$30,000
TD Canada Trust (scholarships)
$25,000
Drs. Ron & Bree Rogoza Optometrists $25,000
R H Electric Ltd.
$25,000
Redhead Equipment
$25,000
Key Auto Group
$15,000
CIBC
$10,000
Loucks Medi-Health Pharmacy Ltd. $10,000
United Steelworkers Local 5917
$10,000
SaskTel Pioneers
$7,000
Crusader Drilling Corp.
$6,000
Ungar Construction
$5,000
Ottenbreit Sanitation Services Ltd.
$5,000
Advance Engineered Products Ltd. $3,830
Drs. Cottenie & Bowtell Dental
Yorkton This Week

City of Yorkton (land value)
The Mosaic Company
Canada West Equipment Dealers Assoc.
Anonymous donor
Morris Industries
Logan Stevens Construction Ltd.
Yorkton Co-operative Assoc. Ltd.
RBC Foundation
Rotary Club of Yorkton
Harvest Meats
Leland Campbell LLP
Flaman Group of Companies
Rusnak Balacko Kachur Rusnak
BMO Bank of Montreal
Kinsmen Club of Yorkton
Yorkton Concrete Products Ltd.
Royal Auto Group
Yorkton Lions Club
Fedorowich Construction Ltd.
Castleton Industries Ltd.
Farrell Agencies Ltd.
Nixon Electrical Service Ltd.
Parkland College Staff
Bailey’s Funeral and Cremation Care

The federal government
calls the Canada Job Grant
an innovative, employerdriven approach, flexible
enough for businesses of all
sizes, to help Canadians
get the training they need to
fill available jobs.

The Canada Job Grant
provides employers with up
to $10,000 for training costs
for an individual worker,
including tuition and training
materials. ■

Parkland College is rapidly expanding to keep pace with regional development. The
College has grown from a small special interest training centre into a provincial innovator
and leader in education. The College boasts provincial firsts such as the only professional firefighting program, the only rural industrial mechanics apprenticeship program, and
the most diverse off campus university program in Saskatchewan.
Parkland College is the leading post-secondary educational institution in East Central
Saskatchewan and leading innovation across the province through the delivery of a
diverse programming mix, including:

Engaged, passionate, and
innovative. Parkland
College is constantly
evolving and repositioning
to better meet the needs
of its stakeholders.
MISSION:
Parkland College is a
catalyst; changing lives,
communities and industry,
one learner at a time.
VISION:



Master Degrees



Bachelor Degrees



Apprentice level training



Diplomas



Certificates



English as an Additional Language



Safety certifications



Customized industry and business training



High school diploma

The new Trades and Technology Centre will help make Parkland College and Yorkton
an Educational Destination for students and support the growth of local businesses.

Prosperous individuals,
enterprises and economies – driven by excellence at Parkland College.
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Capital Campaign Cabinet
The Capital Campaign Cabinet is a group of forward-thinking industry leaders which will
provide key industry insight, generate support and build awareness for the project.
Evan Ortynsky (chair)
President, Yorkton Toyota
Yorkton, SK

Linda Turta (chair)
President, Ram Industries
Yorkton, SK

Dolores Harris
Harris Ag Consulting Services
Yorkton, SK

Terry Popowich
President, TA Foods
Yorkton, SK

Kevin Lukey
CEO, Cornerstone Credit Union
Yorkton, SK

David Putz
Yorkton, SK

Dr. Fay Myers
President, Parkland College
Melville, SK

Wayne Rusnak
Partner
Rusnak, Balacko, Kachur and Rusnak
Yorkton, SK

For more information or to contribute, contact:
Dr. Fay Myers
President
306.728.6588
f.myers@parklandcollege.sk.ca

giving@parklandcollege.sk.ca
giving.parklandcollege.sk.ca

